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DECATUR, Ga. — William H. Taylor, middler in Columbia Theological Seminary here, 
is the 1958 winner of the Indiantown Award for outstanding work with a rural church. The 
award, a check for $150.00, was presented here recently by Dr. Felix Gear, acting president 


of the seminary. See story Page 19. 
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How Shall We Speak? 


The report of the Council on Christian Re- 
lations brings into focus an issue which only 
too often has led to confusion, not only in 
thinking but also in action. 


The prophetic role of the Christian message 
cuts right into the heart of every issue of life, 
for in the content of the whole counsel of 
God are to be found the moral and spiritual 


principles which divide right from wrong, right- 
eousness from evil. 


The focal point of the matter is not the 
ethical content of Christianity. Rather it is 
whether the application of the Christian ethic 
shall be through individual Christians, living in 
society as salt and light, or whether the Church 
shall determine the course of action demanded 
by that ethic and then, in the name of the 
Church, proceed to implement it in the halls 


of government and through the channels of 
favorable legislation. 


For the Church to “speak out” on moral and 
social issues is obviously right. But whether 
the voice shall be that of corporate Church 
action, taken by Councils, Assemblies or Con- 
ventions is a question which has never been 
adequately debated. In opposition to this phil- 
osophy is the indubitable fact that great social 
reforms have always come through individuals 


acting on divine impelling and with a holy 
zeal. 


In trying to make a distinction we believe 
to be of vital importance we are not splitting 
hairs. One might pose the question: Which 
will be most effective in interpreting Christian 
ideals to an unbelieving world, a deliverance 
from a Church court or the influence of dedi- 
cated Christians? One rather obvious answer 
would be: “Why not both?” To the writer 
the difference is basic and real. The Church 
is a spiritual organization, a fellowship of re- 
deemed people. When, in the name of the 
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Church, she steps out into the world to make 
deliverances of any kind other than in the 
spiritual realm, she has either lowered or abdi- 
cated her mission. On the other hand, the 
Church is composed of individuals, of Chris- 
tians who have within them the Holy Spirit of 
the living God. It is the duty of such to use 
every available influence possible to, as tndi- 
vidual Christians, affect the society of which 
they are a part. 


In other words, it is the duty of the Church, 
through her ministry and even through cor- 
porate action, to teach Christians their duties 
as Christians. We believe her mission focuses 
at this point and stops right there. 


We have before us a program for 1957-58 
of the Woman’s Division of Christian Service, 
Board of Missions, of the Methodist Church. 
Here we find action urged on twelve issues: 


1. Support the United Nations. 
2.Support of foreign technical assistance. 
3. Long-term reciprocal trade agreements. 


3 

4. Revision of the McCarran-Walter immigra- 
tion act which was designed to protect 
America. 


5. Limitation of Senate rule on debate. 
6. Opposition to the Bricker Amendment. 
7. Expanded public housing. 


8.Curtailing radio and TV advertising of 
alcohol. 


9. Limitation of nuclear tests and disarmament 
10. Abolition of compulsory military training. 
11. Urging federal aid to education. 

12. Federal civil rights legislation. 


We are sure this program did not originate 
in the rank and file of Christian women. That 
it (with the exception of 8) follows the social- 
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istic line and in most every case complies with 
left-wing philosophy is significant. 


One thing is certain: there are millions of 
earnest and informed Christians who oppose the 
above program and this should be sufficient 
to show that such should not be set up in 
the name of the Church, nor should the Church, 
as such, become party to pressures for secular 
legislation, particularly where men of equal 
piety and devotion to our Lord hold very diver- 
gent views. 


To put it bluntly, should the above program 
be put into effect in toto it could destroy 
America and those basic principles for which 
our country stands. Some of these items play 
directly into the hands of our enemy. We be- 
lieve this entire program finds its origin in 
the minds of a small able group which is fail- 
ing to understand the role and mission of the 
Church, and their philosophy is filtered down 
to all of the major denominations. 


We believe that any and every action of a 
Church court which is spoken to and directed 
at a secular field, be it local, state or federal 
government, is a contravention of the true mis- 
sion of the Church. 


Our Lord works through the minds and hands 
and feet of His followers today. The Church, 
the Bride of Christ, works through the same 
channels and her influence depends not on the 
deliverances of her courts but on the actions of 
her members. 


We present this thesis with honest uncer- 
tainty. We believe it is basically sound. We 
may be wrong. —L.N.B. 





On Guard! 


Keeping the Faith does not mean to put it 
under a bushel. When the aged Apostle wrote 
that he had kept the Faith, he seems not to 
have referred to his being true as a believer 
but to his being faithful as one entrusted with 
an invaluable legacy. He alluded to a specific, 
clean-cut, attested, Divine revelation in things 
fundamental to life and Godliness. He had 
in mind the even then historic if not fully 
documented Christian Gospel. He had in mind 
the same thing as when he wrote to Timothy 
again: “Keep that which is committed to thy 
trust” (I Tim. 6:20). It seems not much other- 








wise when he wrote also (II Tim. 1:14): “That 
good thing which was committed unto thee 
keep by the Holy Ghost.” This in turn reminds 
us of II Tim. 2:2: “And the things which thou 
hast heard of me among many witnesses, the 
same commit thou unto faithful men.” Con- 
cerning this, Dr. Alfred Plummer wrote: 


“The Gospel may be seriously misunderstood; 
it may be corrupted by large admixture of 
error; it may be partially or even totally for- 
gotten; it may be supplanted by some mere- 
tricious counterfeit . . . (but Timothy was to) 
endeavor to secure the establishment of a per- 
manent center for preserving and handing on 
in its integrity the ‘faith once for all committed 
to the saints’ . . . This then may be considered 
as the earliest trace of the formation of a the- 
ological school, - a school which had for its 
object not merely the instruction of the ignor- 
ant, but the protection and maintenance of a 
definite body of doctrine.” 


It seems quite plain that what the Apostle 
Paul referred to as being intact in his day is 
not in any wise different from that which con- 
stitutes the Gospel in this day. For a man to 
do as he will with that which is his own may 
be taken as a truism. But the Gospel is in a 
very true if paradoxical sense, not a man’s own! 
It is still a trust. Christianity claims to be, and 
is accepted by its adherents, as a revelation from 
God. And by so much as it is Divine and is 
received, not being of man or by man, by that 
much is it to be held intact and handed on 
unchanged. 


People have an inflated idea of progress, al- 
legedly starting with Spencer and synthetic phil- 
osophy, equipped with the error of evolution, 
and fortified with the advices of the wise and 
mighty among men. Thus they have endeavored 
to improve all which has come into their hands, 
religion not having escaped. The desire is to 
bring it up to date, to make it acceptable to 
modern man. It is proper to keep in mind 
that there are some things which remain, no 
matter what the progress of mortal man. We 
hold the Gospel to be as unrevisable as the 
multiplication table. Nor is this reactionary, 
as some affect to charge. To hold to the truth 
of the Bible, the infallible and invariable Scrip- 
tures, is no more to set up an order or to erect 
an authority, than it is for one to accept the 
Copernican theory, or to pay tribute to gravi- 
tational force. 
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It is therefore surprising to read, from one 
of the nation’s great religious leaders, that al- 
though a loyal Baptist, he has no idea of mak- 
Ing a Baptist out of his son, and to learn 
from a once leading Presbyterian, that he has 
no thought of handing on the Shorter Cate- 
chism. These are symptomatic of the age. But 
surely we can best provide for the future of 
the Faith, and most successfully fortify the 
present generation, not only by holding to, but 
also by handing on intact, the faith of the 
fathers, the religion of the Book, the Gospel 
in its purity; and all because this Gospel has 
been attested by those before us, has produced 
godly living, has borne the stamp of Divine 
approval, and has abundant evidence of Divine 
origin. 


We are reminded of Naboth of Jezreel, who 
had a vineyard hard by the palace of Ahab, 
king of Samaria, which vineyard Ahab coveted 
and sought to secure. Ultimately he got it, by 
force, fraud and murder; but Naboth, sacredly 
guarding his God-given trust, boldly faced even 
the king himself and said: “The Lord forbid 
it me that I should give the inheritance of my 
fathers unto thee.” Page Naboth! 


—R.F.G. 





The Trinity and Man’s Salvation 


Man’s salvation from sin is a work of God’s 
grace whereby through faith he receives the 
atoning work of Christ and becomes a new 
creature in Him. 


There are many elements in salvation, some 
of which we will consider briefly. 


One is a conviction of repentance for and 
turning from sin. But we do not do this of 
ourselves, it is a work of the Holy Spirit in 
our hearts, enabling us to see sin for what it 
is, repent because of it and confess it to God. 

A second element is cleansing from sin. This 
is a work of the Lord Jesus Christ through His 
shed blood on Calvary. In no sense is this a 
revolting doctrine but rather an expression of 


the glorious fact that He gave His life that 
we might live. 


A third element in our salvation is God’s 
forgiveness which we in a very real sense at- 
tribute to God the Father. It is because of His 
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loving mercy in accepting our confession of sin 
and repentance for it and at the same time ac. 
cepting the finished work of His Son for us 
that we are forgiven, and we in turn can call 
him “Father.” While it is true that there is a 
father relationship through creation, only those 
who have been born again are His children in 
the sense of having been redeemed. 


Sin has separated us from God and only as 
sin is confessed, cleansed and forgiven can we 
come into His Holy Presence. In this marvel- 
ous work of His love and grace we therefore 
see the work of the Triune God - Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. —L.N.B. 





Pride of Accomplishment 


“And they made a calf in those days, 
and offered sacrifice unto the idol, and 
rejoiced in the works of their own 
hands.” Acts 7:41. 


Pride of accomplishment can be a worthy 
reaction to hard work well done. But any form 
of pride which lifts one up in the presence of 
the Sovereign God of the Universe is an offense 
to Him and has within it the seeds of its own 
destruction for God resists the proud. 


We all would unite in ridiculing the way- 
ward children of Israel who set about making 
an idol and worshipping it because of Moses’ 
delay on the mountain. It was a dismal and 
degrading event. These people were not pagans 
but men and women who had experienced the 
delivering and sustaining power of God Him- 
self. 


But what about us? We often stand in 
jeopardy because we begin to think that it 
is we who are accomplishing great things in 
the name of God. Some who have a form of 
godliness but who deny the power thereof, 
having changed the gospel of Christ’s atoning 
death and in its place developed a philosophy 
of good works and self-earned salvation. 


Acceptance of the Gospel message demands 
the humbling of our minds and hearts and 
only by the work of the Holy Spirit does this 
become possible. Only then do we see our- 
selves as lost sinners in the presence of a holy 
and loving God. 


“For all those things (in the universe) - 
have mine hand made, and all those 
things have been, saith the Lord: but 
to this man will I look, even to him 
that is poor and of a contrite spirit, 
and trembleth at my word.” Isaiah 66:2. 

—L.N.B. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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San Francisco Crusade 


The response in Billy Graham’s Crusade in 
the Cow Palace in San Francisco has been a 
marvelous answer to the prayer of God’s people. 
Despite the fact that this vast auditorium is 
fifteen miles from the center of the city and 
served by neither regular busses nor street cars, 
the average attendance has been 16,400 per 
meeting and for the first three weeks 11,500 
made decisions for Christ. 


Commenting on the attendance and general 
interest in the crusade the San Francisco Ex- 
aminer recently made a comparison with the 
city’s newly acquired big league baseball team, 
the former New York Giants. Although San 
Francisco is deliriously happy over the Giants, 
the attendance at the Crusade has averaged 
nearly 2,000 more per meeting than attendance 
at the ball games. At this the paper expressed 
both astonishment and interest. 


On one day Mr. Graham spoke to the pris- 
oners at San Quentin. Of the 4,500 inmates 
4,000 turned out to hear him and 627 braved 
the inevitable reaction of their fellows by mak- 
ing a public decision for Christ. All of these 
signed decision cards and they are being dealt 
with personally by the prison chaplain. One 
of the wardens commented that in his twenty 
years this was the greatest impact for religion 
he had ever seen. 


John French, well known British actor who 
was converted at Mr. Graham’s meetings at 
Wembley three years ago and who has given 
up his successful career as actor and producer 
to give his life in full-time preaching was a 
recent guest in Montreat and spoke to the stu- 
dents at the College and to the Montreat 
community. 


He preaches with great power and has already 
been used to win hundreds to Christ. During 
the past two years he has been speaking con- 
stantly in churches, from Anglican to Pente- 
costal and is now in America for a year to 
preach as invited. Since his arrival early in 
February he has spoken nearly one hundred 
times. 





Stories From the Counseling Room— 
and of Human Interest 


A lady from a San Francisco hospital requests 
to come in her iron lung. 


A crippled man is flying here from the East 
with a nurse and attendant to attend the meet- 


ings. 
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A blind couple accepted the claims of 
Christ on their lives through the audio part 
of the Hour of Decision on TV.. last summer 
from Madison Square Garden. They are now in 
the Berea Bible School for the Blind in 
Berea, Ky. They want to come for the latter 
part of the Crusade with their seeing-eye dogs. 
They have sent monthly contributions of $1.00. 


A decision was made by a young man study- 
ing for the Priesthood. 


A girl from behind the Iron Curtain recently 
came here from Czechoslovakia. She made her 
decision for Christ and wants to be completely 
committed to sharing her newly-found faith. 


A pastor picked up a hitch-hiker who turned 
out to be a man recently released from Leaven- 
worth. The pastor offered help if needed. The 
other night the pastor saw the man in the 
counseling room, after he had accepted Christ. 


A counselor was paired with a lady who 
turned out to be waiting for a friend. She was 
then re-assigned to counsel another person and 
it turned out to be her daughter. In the chairs 
behind them, her husband was being counseled 
by another counselor. Thus the whole family 
are united in Christ. 


Seventeen unchurched people were brought 
on a bus load of 40. All seventeen made first- 
time decisions. 


An usher and his wife made their first time 
decisions May third. 


On Thursday, May Ist, “Billy Graham” - 
aged 8 made his decision. 


A salesman in a bar across the street from 
the Cow Palace watched the people pour in 
one night. He decided to go and there found 
Christ the answer to his need. 


An insurance salesman invited in 10 friends 
to watch the telecast last Saturday night. His 
life was amazingly changed, and this week he 
invited back the 10 friends so he could tell 
them to really listen and watch - as last week 


his life had been changed, and theirs could be 
too. 





Who Were Our Pioneer 
Presbyterian Foreign Ministers? 


Rev. J. B. Pinney and Rev. J. L. Wilson 
went to Liberia in 1833. 


The former sailed the first day of the year 
and the latter in the fall of the same year. The 
first visits of both these brethren were explor- 
atory as a result of which the mission of the 
WFMS was located at Monrovia and that of 
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the ABCFM at Cape Palmas. Each followed 
the initial exploratory visit with a second one 
for more permanent occupation. Each brought 
reinforcements on the second visit. Pinney 


brought additional missionaries. Wilson 
brought his bride Jane Bayard, of a distin- 
guished Savannah family. Pinney was able to 
stay in Liberia about four years. Wilson stayed 
about eight. If one seeks to distinguish the 
two, he may say that Pinney was more a mis- 
stonary pioneer who was greatly used in ex- 
plorations and in locating missions. Wilson 
was a pioneer missionary who reduced the lan- 
guage of the natives to writing, preached, 
taught, itinerated, built churches, translated. 


Pinney’s time in Africa was divided between 
the mission work and services to the American 
Colonization Society. On his return to Liberia 
early in 1834 he came as agent for this Society, 
that is, as Governor of Liberia. In that capacity 
he showed great energy and ability directing 
the administration, building temporary shelters 
for the freedmen, adapting American laws for 
African peoples, putting the finances in order, 
directing agriculture, shifting territories so as 
to ease tensions between natives and colonists. 
Indeed, he worked so hard at these sundry 
tasks that his health broke under the strain 
and the last months of his governorship were 
in effect an interregnum. He is reported as 
having made some half dozen trips to Africa 
and even after his retirement from Liberia to 
have come out on a visit with the understand- 
ing he was only to locate a new mission station 
and then to return as his health could no longer 
stand the climate. On his return to America, 
Pinney spent most of a long life as agent for 
one or another of the branches of the American 
Colonization Society. He served somewhat less 
than a year as a pastor in Pennsylvania. 


J. Leighton Wilson gave his services in Africa 
not to the colonists but to the natives. He 
won the highest place in their esteem and when 
tensions rose between them and the freedmen 
who were colonizing and controlling what had 
been their lands he was often appealed to and 
succeeded in easing the tension and averting 
bloodshed. After eight years at Cape Palmas 
the ABCFM appointed him to locate and 
pioneer another mission some 1100 miles East 
on the Gabun. There also he did the mis- 
sionary work of learning the language and 
writing, translating, teaching, preaching, build- 
ing churches for some ten years. On his return 
to America, this godly man who had served 
the interdenominational ABCFM — (without 
thereby modifying in the least his relationship 
with Harmony Presbytery) was selected by the 
Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions to serve 
as one of its secretaries in New York. As such 
Wilson persuaded the New York Board to send 
Rev. A. G. Simonton to Brazil (a suggestion 
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first made by Dr. R. L. Dabney) and so to 
open work in Latin America, and prevailed 
upon his family physician Dr. J. C. Hepburn 
to go to Japan. At the organization of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church Wilson became 
our first secretary of missions, and was mightily 
used to preserve and extend our Church in the 
South and to open foreign missions in China, 
Brazil, Greece, Mexico, and plan work for 
Africa which Lapsley undertook three years 
after Wilson’s death. Wilson wrote his friend, 
Hampden C. DuBose: “It is a hard thing to 
fill the office of a foreign secretary to have 
to stand between a dying world and an indif- 
ferent, hesitating Church.” 


—W.C.R. 





The Triumph of Eventually 
Answered Prayer 


(Does God Answer Every Prayer?) 


To say that every prayer receives an answer 
is to say too much. Our Lord made it plain 
in His teaching that some people are actually 
the worse for prayer instead of the better. This 
was true of the Pharisees of whom our Saviour 
said: “for a pretense you make long prayers; 
therefore, you will receive the greater condemna- 
tion.” (Matthew 23:14). When prayer is an- 
nexed to a sinful, hypocritical life, it is offensive 
to God. David declared: “If I regard iniquity 
in my heart, the Lord will not hear me. 
(Psalm 66:18). 


The Bible makes it clear there are some very 
specific conditions attached to successful prayer. 
One of the most basic is that we must have 
something to our account in the bank of heaven 
if we properly expect to make any withdrawal 
through prayer. There is only one way to 
establish an account in heaven’s bank. It in- 
volves the simple act of declaring ourselves 
spiritually bankrupt and receiving by faith the 
righteousness of Jesus Christ freely imparted 
to all who embrace Him as Saviour and Lord 
(See Romans 4:3-8). Only to these who are 
thus justified by faith is the promise: “My 
God shall supply all your need according to 
His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” (Philip- 
pians 4:19). 

In receiving Christ as Saviour and Lord, we 
receive “the Spirit of adoption whereby we cry 
Abba Father; (and) the Spirit Himself bear- 
eth witness with our Spirit that we are the 
children of God: and if children, then heirs: 
heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ.” 
(Romans 8:15,18). As fellow heirs with God's 
Son we can surely draw upon His eternal riches 
through the medium of prayer. 


But we must go a step further. To say that 
all the prayers even of Christians receive an 
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answer is to say too much. There are, of course, 
prayers which God answers with an emphatic 
‘No’, even as parents answer some of the very 
unwise and harmful petitions of their children. 
There are other prayers to which God replies: 
“Wait. It is not yet My time for you to receive 
this request.” But it is apparent also that there 
are prayers for worthwhile, yea precious and 
proper things, to which God pays little or no 
attention. Not because He doesn’t want His 
child to have the thing requested, but rather 
because His child isn’t really serious enough 
about the matter to appreciate or properly bene- 
fit by the answer if it did come. 


At times children make of their parents some 
very worthwhile requests. But if they do so 
in a whimsical manner which gives no evidence 
of deep concern about the response, the parent 
may properly ignore the request until such time 
as there is serious interest in the thing requested. 


So with our Heavenly Father in His dealings 
with us. If we ask in a lackadaisical, half, 
hearted way for revival, for the salvation of 
some loved one, for His blessing in some phase 
of His work, or for any worthwhile Christ- 
honoring thing, we should not expect any an- 
swer as long as our asking lacks earnestness. 
He may well say: “My child, when there is 
evidence that you are really desperately in 
earnest about this matter, I shall give you your 
answer.” 


“My words fly up, my thoughts remain below. 
Words without thought never to heaven go.” 
—HAMLET 


In James 5:16 we read: “The effectual fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” In 
the following verse that colorful Old Testa- 
ment personality is set forth as exemplifying 
this kind of prayer. When we look back in 
I Kings 18 we find Elijah, after the Mount Car- 
mel demonstration, prostrate before God on 
the top of the Mountain praying for rain. Re- 
peatedly he sends his servant out to see if there 
is any evidence of an answer. Repeatedly he re- 
turns with the discouraging answer “noth- 
ing”. We should likely have ceased praying. 
But Elijah keeps praying. He also keeps look- 
ing for an answer. Finally, after the seventh 
time the servant returns with the information: 
“Behold, there ariseth a little cloud out of the 
sea, like a man’s hand.” It is enough! Elijah 
knows the answer is on the way. He warns 
Ahab to flee before the approaching rain which 
shortly comes in torrents upon the parched land. 
Elijah had prevailed in effectual fervent prayer. 
It was this kind of prayer that enabled a New 
Testament man of faith to give utterance to 
this tribute of praise: ““Thanks be to God who 
always causeth us to triumph in Christ.” He 
too knew the ultimate victory of eventually 
answered prayer. 
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Most Important 


There was a picture in the papers of a recent 
President of the United States and his mother. 
The accompanying article quoted the mother as 
saying that “HONESTY” is the MOST impor- 
tant thing to teach a child. But is it? 


Robert Ingersoll, the atheist, was extremely 
honest, and it was said of him that he was the 
soul of honor in all matters of worldly ethics. 


Jesus himself says in Mark 12:30 that the 
first commandment is “Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart and with all 
thy mind and with all thy strength.” 


And having established a MOST important, 
He goes further and establishes the second 
thing in relative importance, namely, “Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” 


So it is patent that if a child (or a man either, 
for that matter) be taught the above-quoted 
two commandments first and second, then these 
other things like honesty, kindness, generosity, 
etc., which the world stresses so much, will “be 
added unto you” just as naturally as day fol- 
lows night. 


It is so easy in these confused times to get 
our superlatives mixed up, and the devil is 
the potent “mixer-upper.” He wins a victory 
if he can just reverse first and second places, 
and the gullible Christian who does not know 
the Bible thoroughly is his easy prey. 


MOST important means FIRST in impor- 
tance, and that place belongs alone to “thou 
shalt love the Lord.” 

—R.LeC. 





“Skillful Men for Every Manner 
of Service” 


Christianity is blessed with “skillful men for 
every manner of service.” David told Solomon 
men for every type of workmanship would 
be available as long as he served the Lord. 
Since the Lord uses “every manner of work- 
manship,” He will always finds a job for you 
if you are willing to serve. And when vou 
are asked, beware, accept by all means. Re- 
member the words of our Lord addressed to 
His eleven disciples, “You did not choose me. 
I have chosen you.” 


Regardless of your ability, or lack of it, God 
has a job for you and when God assigns you 
to that job, he will expect you to do it. Some- 
times, active, dedicated Christians are removed 
by men, time or circumstance from jobs they 
prefer and enjoy and given lesser tasks and 
occasionally no task at all. It is hard to accept 
God’s will when this happens and the bottom 
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drops out. We may feel friendless, hopeless, 
helpless, unappreciated. You have to experi- 
ence this horrible feeling of utter failure to 
appreciate God's blessings. 


If this hour of hopelessness that David knew 
so well comes your way, remember that God 
may be testing you and preparing you for 
something finer, bigger and better. Everything 
ends well for those who love and serve God. 
If you have a desire to serve, God will reward 
you. Your type of service may be changed, 
but no man can take away your relationship 
with the Father. This temporary setback is 
not a defeat, but a stepping stone to the Rock 
that is higher than I. God has a plan and if 
you are the man He has chosen He will call 
you back to active duty for His glory. 


Ralph Brewer 





Corrections 


In a recent issue of the Jowrnal there appeared 
a news item sent in by (PN) stating that Patrick 
Dwight Miller, Jr., had been elected president 
of the student body of Union Seminary, Rich- 
mond. Later comes the Union Seminary Bulle- 
tin stating that James F. Keller, of Princeton, 
W. Va., was elected president of the student 
body, and Patrick Dwight Miller, Jr., of Atlanta, 
Ga., was elected secretary; and Andrew Gullick, 
of Belmont, N. C., treasurer. 





In the Journal issue of April 30 there was an 
article entitled “The Bible’s Teaching About 
Its Own Inspiration” by Rev. Martin A. Hop- 
kins, D. D. Dr. Hopkins writes: “I note a 
mistake in the paragraph beginning 1.Cor.2:9-16. 
Either I failed to make my meaning clear, or 
the printer made a mistake. It should read, 
‘INSPIRATION, the act of God, the Holy Spirit 
enabling the writers of the Bible to write down 
infallibly in words taught by God the truth 
revealed (2:13): and ILLUMINATION, the 
work of God the Holy Spirit enabling believers 
as they read the Bible to understand the truth 
given by REVELATION and written down by 
INSPIRATION (2:14-16°.” 


Dr. Hopkins’ new address is 2515 Channing 
Way, Apt. 5, Berkeley, 4, Calif. 





To the Praise of the Glory 
of His Grace 


The final cause or the highest ultimate pur- 
pose of justification is the glory of God. There 
are many blessed subordinate ends realized. Our 
confidence is placed in the mighty love of the 
Eternal. Our hope of becoming like Christ is 
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in His saving power. Our comfort in the 
temptations of despair and in the agonies of 


sin, guilt and frustration is the righteousness 
of Christ. 


Yet in Romans 3 the Apostle shows that 
this way of saving sinners has as its end the 
showing forth that God is just in justifying 
the one who believes in Jesus. God has set 
forth Christ as a propitiatory sacrifice whereby 
His wrath is averted and it is consonant with 
His holy character to forgive the sinner. God 
is that Judge Who gave His only Son to take 
our punishment and thereafter committed all 
judgment to the Son since He was tempted in 
all points like as we are. With wonder, even the 
angels desire to look into the Gospel and wor- 
ship as the Cross sets forth the righteousness, 
the love, the wisdom, and the power of God. 


As the third of Romans magnifies the right- 
eousness of God in the Gospel so the fourth 
chapter. finds faith laying hold of His power. 
Abraham believed, giving God all the glory of 
saving and keeping His gracious promises. 
Luther finds the child of God believing, despite 
his shortcomings and deficiencies in good works, 
that God will fulfill His promises and make 
even us sinners to be like our Saviour. 


Then the fifth of Romans as the eighth finds 
the love of God commended in the Cross of 
Christ and draws from it the assurance that 
nothing shall ever separate us from that love. 
If one wishes to add thereto he might turn to 
the second of Ephesians where God is “rich 
in mercy for His great love wherewith He loved 
us,” “by grace are ye saved,” “the exceeding 
riches of His grace in kindness toward us in 
Christ Jesus.” Thus are we saved to the praise 
of His glory, or to the praise of the glory of 
His grace. 


Recent studies in Luther by Watson and Rupp 
of the English Methodist Church are showing 
that the great Reformed slogan, Glory to God 
Alone, soli Deo gloria, is not original with 
Calvin but is simply another case in which Cal- 
vin saved one of Luther’s great notes from being 
lost. Calvin was the ablest sixteenth century 
interpreter of Luther. P. S. Watson writes: 


“What does it mean, in Luther’s view, to 
give glory to God and to let God really be 
God? His answer can be summarily stated in 
what he calls ‘the article of justification,’ the 
doctrine of salvation by faith alone, or, by grace 
alone - for the two are the same. The glory 
of God’s grace, the unmerited and unmeritable 
love that meets us with absolute judgment and 
fathomless mercy in Jesus Christ. In the Cross 
of Christ, above all, Luther finds the full depth 
and majesty of the Godhead revealed - to faith, 
for it is not evident to sight that God was in 
Christ reconciling the world to Himself.” W.C.R. 
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May The Bush Not Be Consumed 


By John H. Knight 
Smyrna, Georgia 


The month of May in 1958 will mark the one 
hundredth anniversary of the organization of the 
United Presbyterian Church of North America. 
Not that 1858 saw the origin of this noted body of 
American Calvinists. Their antecedents go back 
into Colonial times, and even into the archives of 
Seventeenth and Eighteenth Century Scotland. 


The United Presbyterian Church has had a 
glorious history and a stalwart testimony. As a 
denominational body it has always been small, yet 
its contribution to Protestant Christianity has been 
second to none. Its main drive throughout the years 
has been to conserve the principles of conservative 
Calvinism, and it has not feared to enter the lists 
to defend “the faith once delivered unto the 
saints.”. When other pulpits in more popular 
churches had sold out to ethical preaching and the 
social gospel, one could always be assured of hear- 
ing “The Old Faithful” and true Gospel preaching 
when he entered a U.P. Church. 


Yet, paradoxically, 1958, the One Hundredth 
Anniversary Year, will mark the demise of the 
United Presbyterian Church, and the cessation of 
her vital testimony. In Pittsburgh, where the found- 
ing fathers of 1858 made their covenant of unity 
together, and vowed fealty to the Word of God 
and the proclamation of Christ’s saving grace, the 
U.P. Church will sing its swan song. It will 
unite with the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church in the U.S.A., a religious body en- 
tirely different in its outlook and temperament. 
The U.P. Church will be engulfed by a highly 
centralized denomination which has 8,370 churches 
and 2,750,000 members. To this union the United 
Presbyterians will be contributing only 830 churches 
and 230,000 members, and will thus be practically 
absorbed by the unequal numbers. The U.S.A. 
Church is eight times larger than the U.P. Church. 


And the sad fact is that such an unbalanced 
union was voted by a bare majority of 57% of 
the United Presbyterians. Furthermore it was only 
in 1956 that the 2/3 rule for a vote on organic 
union in the U.P. constitution was changed to 
that of a simple majority. One year later, 1957, 
the union question was decided and approved on 
the basis of an accidental majority of 57%. Could 
it have been that ecclesiastical overlords were ma- 
nipulating and forcing through the union of the 
two denominations? There are today many sincere 
and humble, God-fearing and praying United Pres- 
byterians throughout. the country who are deeply 
grieved by all the wire-pulling and pressurizing 
that has gone into the making of the new de- 
nominational set-up. With deep sadness they feel 
that the steam-roller of ecclesiastical bigness has 
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treated poorly “these little ones” for whom Christ 
died. 


Blessed friendships and hallowed associations of 
many a year will be sacrificed on the altar of 
organic union. A denominational body whose his- 
tory is characterized by integrity and spirituality 
is being scrapped by its devoted adherents who are 
strangely lured by the siren song of ecumenical 
greatness. The Church’s spirituality as the Body 
of Christ has been forgotten. Men today are in- 
terested in organization and worldly power. These 
are the wounds which Christ receives today in the 
house of His friends. (Zechariah 13:6). When 
will our Lord’s servants learn that “it is not by 
might (large numbers), nor by power (ecclesiastical 
organization), but BY MY SPIRIT” that our 
Sovereign God is pleased to pour out His blessings 
upon His Church? (Zechariah 4:6). 


“Not to the strong is the battle, 
Not to the swift is the race, 
But to the true and the faithful, 
Victory is promised through grace.” 


The United Presbyterian Church has a noble 
heritage. The 1858 union was the second union 
in its history, a uniting of the Associate Presby- 
terian Church, and the Associate Reformed Pres- 
byterian Church. The first union in this country 
was in 1872 when the Reformed Presbytery had 
united with the Associate Presbytery to form the 
Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church. 


Both of these bodies represented dissenting groups 
which seceded from the Church of Scotland. The 
Scottish temperament has always led to a strict 
adherence to the Scriptures, and a willingness to 
make any sacrifice rather than to give up religious 
convictions. Matthew Arnold once said, “Presby- 
terianism is born to separation as the sparks fly 
upward”. He must have been present when the 
old Scotch minister, a convicted Calvinist, prayed 
from the pulpit, “Lord, grant that we may be 
right, for Thou knowest we are very decided!” 


The Reformed Presbyterians, sometimes known as 
Covenanters, go back to those terrific days in the 
seventeenth century, when a great battle was going 
on within the Church of Scotland against prelacy. 
Popery had been defeated in the previous century, 
but now, a hundred years later, the days of the 
Second Reformation, the question was whether 
episcopacy should be established in the Church of 
Scotland as it was in the Church of England. 
Charles I, with the help of Archbishop Laud tried 
to force the Anglican Liturgy on the Scottish 
Kirk. When the Dean of St. Giles started to read 
the prayer-book service, the now famous Jenny 
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Geddes threw her stool at the Dean’s head, shouting, 
“False loon, villain, dost thou say Mass at my 
ear?” Alexander Henderson drafted the “National 
Covenant”, and all Scotland was aroused. Min- 
isters preached on solemn covenanting, and “The 
Covenants! The Covenants!” became the national 
cry. On Sabbath, Feb. 25, 1638, Scots Pres- 
byterians from all over the country gathered in 
Grayfriar’s churchyard, and on the flat tombstones 
signed the NATIONAL COVENANT WITH 
THEIR BLOOD. This was followed by the 
“Solemn League and Covenant” of 1643. When 
those thousands upon thousands of Scots signed 
the Covenant they pledged to defend, even unto 
death, the true Reformed Faith as taught in the 
Word of God. They also pledged to resist to 
the uttermost the setting up of Bishops over the 
Kirk of Scotland. The terrible days which fol- 
lowed have been called “The Killing Times’, so 
great were the persecutions inflicted upon the 
Covenanters. The Covenanted Church fled to the 
moors and the mountains. When they went forth 
to battle against the Lord’s enemies they carried 
before them a Blue Banner on which was inscribed 
the valiant words, “FOR CHRISTS’S CROWN 
AND COVENANT.” This is the stuff of which 
the Reformed Presbyterians, ancestors of the United 
Presbyterians, were made. 

The Associate Presbyterians, the other wing of 
ancestry, also sprang from heroic stock. A hundred 
years later, in the Eighteenth Century, the battle 
in the Scottish Church was over patronage. Should 
a congregation have the right to call a minister of 
their own choice? Or should the patron, who 
might even be an unbeliever, have the legal power 
to nominate a minister to a parish in the estab- 
lished Church? In 1732 Ebenezer Erskine preached 
a sermon before the Synod of Perth and Sterling 
in which he advocated “the scriptural right of the 
people to choose their own ministry”. Erskine did 
not hesitate to attack the Assembly’s authority in 
settling ministers in churches over the objection of 
the members. When Erskine was censured by the 
Synod, he protested. The protest brought sus- 
pension, and then expulsion in November of 1733. 
The Moderate machine in control of the Assembly 
had no love for Erskine who was a strong evan- 
gelical. Erskine was joined by three other ministers 
who protested against the intolerance of the Mod- 
erates. These strong Gospel preachers were all 
treated alike, and were summarily deposed from 
the ministry. Rather than cease the preaching of 
the Word, for they were all God-called men, they 
left the Church of Scotland, and on Dec. 3, 1733, 
Ebenezer Erskine of Stirling, James Fisher of 
Kinclaven, William Wilson of Perth, and Alex- 
ander Moncreiff of Abernethy constituted them- 
selves into an Associated Presbytery. This was the 
beginning of the Secession Church, which grew 
rapidly, and spread all over Scotland, and which 
sprang up quickly wherever Scots settled in the new 
world. 

The Seceders possessed a burning zeal for sound 
evangelical doctrine. They were evangelistic in 
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their outlook, and when George Whitefield visited 
Scotland the first time in 1741 he preached under 
Seceder auspices. The Seceders preached that those 
who were included in the election of grace pos- 
sessed an assurance of personal acceptance with 
God, and that this was one of the invariable ele- 
ments of saving faith. Erskine and his adherents 
went everywhere preaching the Gospel. Their 
power and usefulness was in marked contrast to 
the cold moderatism which characterized the preach- 
ing of the Establishment. In 1742 the Secession 
Church had twenty ministers and thirty-six con- 
gregations. But the Lord so blessed its testimony 
that by 1766 it had one hundred and twenty con- 
gregations and 100,000 members., every one of 
whom was a defender of the doctrines of grace. 


The first missionaries to come to America from 
“the auld countree” were Alexander Gellatly and 
John Cuthbertson. They were real evangelists and 
traveled throughout the colonies from Vermont to 
Virginia. The first Associate Presbyterian congre- 
gations were established among the Scots at Muddy 
Run, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania in 1742, and 
at nearby Octorara and Oxford in 1754. Many of 
these old congregations are still in existence, having 
remained true to the Faith of their fathers for well 
over two hundred years. 


Here are some pretty pertinent questions which 
many United Presbyterians are now asking: 


What will become now of the one hundred 
million dollars worth of U.P. assets, including 
6 colleges and one seminary which will be 
taken into the union? 


Will this union be the first of a series of 
greater unions in which Calvinistic Presby- 
terianism will lose its identity in a polyglot 
conglomeration known as a United Protestant 


Church ? 


How will the opinions of the conservative 
representatives of the U.P. Church be regarded 
in the administration of the new body? Will 
their counsel be as welcome as it would be if 
they belonged to an autonomous body? 


Will the conservative influence of the 
United Presbyterians be seriously reduced to 
only a small remnant in a vast centralized or- 
ganization? 


Will the spiritual life and power of the 
united body be increased by the absorption of 
the covenanters and seceders? 


Will the local churches enjoy the same free- 
dom from ecclesiastical domination that they 
possessed before they entered the merger? 


Will the influence of theologically ortho- 
dox ministers be able to counteract the doctrinal 
indifferentism due to the Auburn affirmation? 


By this union, will the Auburn affirmation- 
ists be led to take higher and more Biblical 
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views of the Scriptures, the Virgin Birth, the 
substitutionary atonement, the bodily resurrec- 
tion of our Lord, and His glorious second 
advent ? 


Will the presence of genuine Calvinists in 
the new church convict her of her unbelief, 
and bring her back to a serious commitment to 
the doctrines of the Westminster Confession 


of Faith? 


Will the Kingdom of God be better served 
by the absorption of this once powerful tes- 
timony for Christ, or by its continuance and 
preservation as a distinctive body of Calvinistic 
believers ? 


How will minorities, or whole churches, 
and ministers, who for conscience sake, cannot 
enter the merger, be treated? 


It is a tragic thing for man to put an end to that 
which God has been pleased to bless with His 
Spirit’s power for over two hundred years. Down 
through the ages God has deigned to overrule the 
follies of man. Out of the fires of the Reformation 
came the witness of the Reformed Church to the 
Gospel, as a bush that burned and was not con- 
sumed. NEC TAMEN CONSUMEBATUR 
(Exodus 3:2). These Covenanters and Seceders 
also had a glorious witness). MAY THE BUSH 
NOT BE CONSUMED! 


The Faith We Sing 


A sermon preached to Kings Mountain Presbytery April 15, 1958 


By the Rev. James T. Womack, Jr. 


“I will sing with the spirit and I will sing with 
the mind also.”—I Corinthians 14:15. 


“I will sing with the mind.” The Apostle 
Paul calls the Church to an intelligent use of 
her heritage of hymns. With this injunction in 
mind, I speak to you today on the topic, “The 
Faith We Sing.” 


The Book of Church Order lists among the 
duties of the session, this one, “the oversight 
of the singing in the public worship of God.” 
We have substituted a word which, to be sure, 
is kin but which perverts the meaning of the 
proscribed duty. Rather than oversight, we 
overlook the hymns of praise in public worship. 


I. 
THE PRESENT STATUS OF THE HYMN 
IN CHRISTIAN WORSHIP 


When one examines the practice of hymnody 
in the contemporary Church, is it too devastat- 
ing a judgment to assert that we tend to regard 
the hymn as a worship “filler”? 


The hymn is inserted in the place in worship 
when the congregation must stand to escape 
fatigue from extended sitting. We piously pro- 
hibit worshipers from entering the Sanctuary 
during prayer and Scripture: the hymn is the 
time when late-comers are to be seated; it is 
the convenient moment for removing or putting 
on wraps, for greeting fellow-worshipers. It 
is the convenient period, when worship is broad- 
cast, for the announcer to inform the listeners 
of the church and preacher. Is it unreasonable 
that the hymn has been caricatured, “an ec- 
clesiastical seventh-inning stretch with sound 
effects”? 


This should not be so. “I will sing with the 
mind.” Who is responsible for the loss of pur- 
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pose and meaning in the use of hymns in Chris- 
tian worship? You and I, worship leaders, who 
select hymns without regard to their role in 
the experience of worship. You and I, wor- 
shipers, who use hymns with little or no con- 
cern with their message. 


II. 
THE RELATION OF THE HYMN 
TO FAITH 


In the Biblical tradition, the hymn is man’s 
response of worship for the events of God. It 
is not man’s effort to arouse God, but man’s 
expression of faith. Biblically, the correct order 
is first faith, and then song. 


“Sing unto the Lord.” Why? “For he hath 
done excellent things: let this be known in 
all the earth.” 


“Sing unto the Lord a new song.” Why? 
“For he hath done excellent things: let this 
be known in all the earth.” 


“Sing unto the Lord a new song.” Why? 
“For he hath done marvelous things.” 


The significant, major events of the record of 
redemption are accompanied by song. 


The Creation. God asks Job, “Where were 
you when I laid the foundations of the earth 
. . . when the morning stars sang together and 
all the sons of God shouted for joy?” 


The Exodus. When Israel was miraculously 
delivered from Egyptian captivity, she, as an 
individual, vained, “I will sing unto the Lord, 
for he hath triumphed gloriously.” 


The New Exodus. When the prophet, from 
captivity, saw the rays of hope when the shackles 
of bondage would be burst, he called upon 
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heaven and earth to sing an antiphonal hymn 
of praise, “Sing, O heavens, Be joyful, O Earth. 
Break forth into singing, O Mountains, for 
Jehovah hath comforted His people.” 


The Incarnation. The Messiah would pro- 
duce a song upon the lips of his people. All, 
even “the tongue of the dumb, shall sing.” It 
is not surprising that the Incarnation was ac- 
companied by the angelic chorus, “Glory to 
God in the highest . . . ” Could we celebrate 
this event without the swelling of the earthly 
chorus of the Church, “Joy to the World. The 
Lord is come!” 


The Lord’s Supper. The hymn took its place 
at the institution of the Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper, worship’s most sacred moment. 


The Revelation. When the curtain of mys- 
tery was drawn from before the eyes of John, 
when the cloud disappeared from before the 
eyes of John, when the cloud disappeared from 
before the hidden, the scene revealed the 
Church singing praise, “Worthy is the Lamb 
that hath been slain, to receive the power, and 
riches, and honor, and glory, and blessing.” The 


singing of praise is the continuous occupation 
of the Church. 


It is one of the primary purposes of hymnody 
to make these Biblical events contemporary. 
“Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy 
morning.” The worshiper is led to the scene. 
“Were you there when they crucified my Lord?” 
He takes his place at Calvary also. 

Is not James Stewart within the Biblical tra- 
dition when he comments, 


“Sometimes to hear us Christians sing, you 
would hardly guess that it is the most glorious 
theme in the world we are celebrating. Take 
some of the great Easter hymns, ‘Jesus Christ 
Is Risen Today’ or ‘The Strife Is O’er’. I can- 
not understand anyone who does not want to 
stand up and sing them with all his heart and 
mind, to stand with soul on tiptoe, as it were, 
and with every fibre of his spiritual being in 
it, which is the only right way to sing when 
it is the risen Christ of whom you are singing.” 


Brethren, it has not always been so. The 
Church of the Middle Ages was denied the 
privilege of singing. It was a rite of clergy. 
Congregational hymn-singing is a Protestant ex- 
ercise, bought with a price. Martin Luther put 
his catechism, hymns, and the Bible in the Ger- 
man language, “That God may speak to man 
through His Word, and that man may speak 
to God through hymns and prayer.” Open your 
hymnal with a prayer of Thanksgiving. It is 
a priceless privilege. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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Ill. 


SING WITH THE MIND: 
THE PRIMACY OF CONTENT 


How does one “sing with the mind”? The 
basic principle upon which the answer to this 
question rests, is the primacy of content. A 
hymn is a contribution or detriment to wor- 
ship, depending upon its content. 


One school of thought elevates music, “un- 
restrained by thought”. The Christian Church, 
through hymnody, purposes to use music, as 
a servant, enriched by evangelical thought. In 
my judgment, Zwingli’s position of no music 
in public worship, is to be preferred above 
the use of music for aesthetic values alone, as 
any use of hymns which evaluates their music 
as more valuable than their words. 


Augustine, in his Confessions, says, “When 
it happens to me to be more moved by the 
singing than by what is sung, I confess myself 
to have sinned criminally, and then I would 
rather not have heard the singing.” 


A visitor to a special Christmas service in 
New York, reported in sterling terms the 
spiritual value of the service - particularly, the 
boy soprano choir. “Chills ran up and down 
my spine” was the comment. When asked what 
was sung, there was a hollow stare as if that 
should be important! The same effect, emo- 
tionally, could be produced by scraping your 
finger-nail on a blackboard. Emotion in re- 
ligious worship is without value, in fact, it is 
harmful unless tied to the proclamation of 
Christian faith. How often has the reverberation 
of the diapason pipes of the organ been mis- 
taken for the movement of the Holy Spirit. 


Henry Sloan Coffin has remarked concerning 
the absurdity of becoming highly excited over 
Biblical scholarship which alters views of Bibli- 
cal authors and the date of authorship of parts 
of Scripture, while at the same time there is 
no condemnation of doctrine from our choir 
lofts and hymnals which deny the sovereign 
holy God we proclaim. 


Are we not guilty? Who of us has not ex- 
perienced the embarrassment of announcing the 
first and last stanzas of “In The Cross of Christ 
I Glory”, only to discover that we have asked 
for the repetition of the first stanza. 


Dr. J. Ross Stevenson, former president of 
Princeton Theological Seminary, related the ex- 
perience of announcing the first and _ third 
stanzas of this hymn: 


“When Thou, my righteous Judge shall come 
To take thy ransomed people home 

Shall I among them stand? 

Shall such a worthless worm as I, 

Who sometimes am afraid to die, 

Be found at thy right hand?” 
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The third stanza begins, 
“Prevent, prevent it by thy grace... ” 


A communion service was requiring an ex- 
cessive amount of time. The preacher asked 
that the congregation sing only the first stanza 
of the hymn. These were the words: 


“Depth of mercy, can there be mercy still 
reserved for me? 

Can my God his wrath forbear? Me, the 
chief of sinners spare?”’ 


Well, can he? Unfortunately there was not 
time to sing the answer to this crucial question. 


Unfortunately, when there is interest in 
hymnody, it is often perverted into a romantic, 
anecdotal interest. We are more charmed by 
a story of a dove seeking refuge in Charles Wes- 
ley’s room as background for “Jesus, Lover of 
My Soul,” than we are by the hymn itself. It 
is of more significance to us that a hymn was 
written in fifteen minutes than in what the 
hymn says concerning eternity. 


The cream of Christian doctrine is to be found 
in the hymns of the Church. Faith in God, 
“O God, Our Help In Ages Past”; Faith in 
The Incarnation, “Joy To The World”; Faith 
in The Atonement, “When I Survey The Won- 
drous Cross”; Faith in the Resurrection, “Jesus 
Christ Is Risen Today”; Faith in The Church, 
“The Church’s One Foundation is Jesus Christ 
Her Lord”; and Faith in The Mission of the 
Church, “Jesus Shall Reign”. 


To all intents and purposes, the canon of 
sacred Scripture is closed. The canon of 
hymnody remains open. The hymnal contains 
products of church history. Besides the Praises 
of Israel, there are Greek and Latin hymns of 
the first centuries, hymns of the Reformation, 
“A Mighty Fortress’, and hymns of today. Trans- 
lations of Chinese hymns by a Southern Pres- 
byterian missionary who was held as _ house- 
prisoner of the Communists, join these com- 
panions. The hymnal is this contemporary. 


IV. 


SING WITH THE MIND: A METHOD 


“I will sing with the mind.” Let me offer 
a few practical suggestions which may assist one 
in singing hymns of the Church intelligently. 


Ask yourself, first, to whom is the hymn ad- 
dressed? Is it impossible to understand a hymn 
if we do not know to whom it is directed. 
Hymns are addressed to different persons: 


To God, “Father in Thy Mysterious Presence 
Kneeling.” 


To the Triune God, “Come, Thou Almighty 
King.” Each person of the Trinity is addressed 
in successive stanzas. 
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To man, “Ye Servants of God, Your Masters 
Proclaim.” 


To The Self, “Come, My Soul, Thou Must 
Be Waking.” 


Creation is personified and addressed, “All 
creatures of our God and King” - wind, water, 
earth, man, - sing “Alleluia”. 


Some hymns are didactic, and, as such, are 
addressed to no one. “The Church’s One Foun- 
dation” is a metrical doctrine of the Church. 


The next question to be asked is, “In what 
person is the hymn written?” Some hymns are 
highly subjective, “Oh, That Will Be Glory 
For Me.” Others are objective, “Holy, Holy, 
Holy.” In a worship service of objective praise, 
one would not use subjective hymns exclusively. 


What is the theme of the hymn? The hymn, 
“Take Thou Our Minds” is a prayer and in 
successive stanzas offers minds, hearts, wills and 
ourselves to God. “We Would See Jesus’ pre- 
sents Jesus from varying perspectives: At His 
birth, as a ten year old boy, as a teacher, as a 
healer. 


What repeated or contrasted elements are 
present? “Such a Babe . . . in such a place” 
is a contrast which is the clue to the under- 
standing of the hymn, “What Child Is This?” 
“Make me a captive Lord . . . Then I Shall be 


free.” A series of questions may lead to a 
climactic answer. “What child is this? Why 
lies he in such mean estate?” “This is Christ 


The King!” In such an approach, the hymns of 
the Church will produce meaning, and serve the 
purpose for which they were intended. 


“I will sing with the Spirit, and I will sing 
with the mind.” 
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LESSON FOR JUNE 15 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Times Of The Judges 


Background Scripture: Judges 2:11-23; 4 and 5; 21:25 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 51:1-13 


The Book of Judges is interesting, but very sad, reading. In spite of Joshua’s warnings and the 
solemn covenant which Israel made with God under his guidance and leadership, it was not long 
before the Israelites forsook the living God to serve Baal and Ashtaroth and the gods of the heathen 
nations of Canaan. Just as soon as the elders who outlived Joshua died, apostasy set in and the 
regular order was that of sin, oppression, cries for help, a temporary victory under some “Judge”, 


then a relapse into sin and the repetition of 
oppression, cries for help, and deliverance under 
someone whom God raised up, who had faith 
enough to lead Israel to overcome their enemies. 
Some of these judges were men of weak char- 
acter, like Samson; and it was not until Samuel 
arose that a leader who could compare with 
Joshua took charge. Samuel, the last and best 
of the Judges, was a noble and influential leader 
for the whole nation. 


Psalm 51, from which our Devotional Read- 
ing is taken, is David’s prayer to God for for- 
giveness and cleansing and the restoration of 
joy to him. Changing the pronoun, this would 
have been a very appropriate prayer for Israel 
all during the time of the Judges. Have mercy 
upon us, O God, according to thy lovingkind- 
ness . . . blot out our transgressions; wash us 
from our iniquity and cleanse us from our sin 

make us to hear joy and gladness 

restore unto us the joy of thy salvation. Israel’s 
repentance, however, seemed to be of short 
duration, and not very genuine. God was merci- 
ful to them and, when they turned from their 
sins, He gave them deliverance from their 
enemies. It was not long, however, before they 
turned away again. 


I. A Sad Story: Judges 2:11-23. 


These verses give us an outline of the whole 
book of Judges. The same story was repeated 
again and again. Listen to the sad refrain: 
“and the children of Israel did evil in the sight 
of the Lord, and served Baalim. And they 
forsook the Lord God of their fathers 
and the anger of the Lord was hot against 
Israel, and He delivered them into the hands 
of spoilers that spoiled them . . . and they were 
greatly distressed. Nevertheless the Lord raised 
up judges, which delivered them out of the 
hand of those that spoiled them .. . and it 
came to pass when the judge was dead, that 
they returned and corrupted themselves more 
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than their fathers.” This was the pattern of 
the whole time. 

The result was that God did not give them 
complete victory over all the nations, but some 
were left to become traps and snares and be 
a test to prove whether Israel would follow the 
Lord or not. It was not until the time of David 
that a complete victory was attained and not 
until Solomon that real peace came, for David 
had to fight some of these enemies most of 
his life. 

The lesson for the Church is very obvious. 
We can never conquer the world if we follow 
the ways of the world. Too often the church 
bows down to the idols of the world, and be- 
comes weak. We are to beware of the leaven of 
Herod and of Pharisees and Sadducees. This 
leaven, like the leaven of Baal and Ashteroth, 
will so permeate the church that God will 
have to chasten His people as He did Israel. 
An apostate church is as displeasing to Him 
as an apostate Israel. 

We talk so much about God’s lovingkindness 
that sometimes we forget to remember His 
anger and wrath. We associate anger and wrath 
with the sinful anger that men often have. 
God’s anger and wrath is a holy, righteous 
anger. There is such a thing as “righteous 
anger,” or indignation, even in men. There 
are times when good men are angry. Be ye 
angry and sin not, says Paul. It is so easy for 
us to “lose our tempers” and have sinful anger. 
God’s anger or wrath is part of His holy nature. 
He is a “consuming fire” as well as a God of 
love. In fact, it is because of His love that 
at times He is angry. The more we love God 
the greater will be our hatred of sin: ye that 
love the Lord, hate evil. 


II. A Sample of One Deliverance: Chapter 4. 


In this chapter we have the account of one 
deliverance of the children of Israel. Othniel, 
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the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother, was 
the first Judge. He was followed by Ehud and 
Shamgar. When Ehud was dead Israel did 
evil in the sight of the Lord and were sold 
into the hand of Jabin King of Canaan, who 
for twenty years became their mighty oppressor, 
and the Children of Israel cried unto the Lord. 


There was a prophetess named Deborah who 
was judging Israel at this time. She sent and 
called Barak and said to him, Hath not the 
Lord God of Israel commanded, saying, Go 
and draw toward Mount Tabor... and I will 
draw unto thee to the river Kishon, Sisera, the 
captain of Jabin’s army . and I will deliver 
him into thine hand. Barak refused to go 
unless Deborah went with him. She consented, 
but warned him that he would not get the 
honor, but that the Lord would sell Sisera 
into the hands of a woman. 


Barak called the two tribes of Zebulun and 
Naphtali and went up with ten thousand men. 
Sisera gathered together all his chariots of 
iron and all the people who were with him. 
The Lord discomfited Sisera and all his chariots 
and all his host and Sisera fled away on his 
feet. He came to the tent of Jael the wife of 
Heber the Kenite. Jael went to meet him and 
said to him, Turn in, my lord, turn in to me; 
fear not. She covered him with a rug and 
gave him milk to drink. When he was asleep 
she took a nail of the tent and drove it through 
his temple and thus killed him. In this way 
the prophecy of Deborah was fulfilled, Sisera 
sold into the hands of a woman. So God sub- 
dued on that day Jabin the king of Canaan 
before the children of Israel. 


Heber the Kenite was of the children of 
Hobab, the father-in-law (or brother-in-law) of 
Moses. It was natural for the wife of Heber 
to take sides with Israel and do all she could 
to break the yoke of Jabin. She saw her chance 
to slay the leader of his army, Sisera, and took 
advantage of her opportunity to help Barak. 
These were rough and rugged times of war 
and women as well as men were needed in 
the struggle. There is no reason to excuse 
or explain away her conduct. Remember that 
for twenty years Jabin had mightily oppressed 
the children of Israel. In a time of war such 
as this, men and women, too, had to do their 
part. We need not waste our sympathy or shed 
tears for Sisera, the leader of Jabin’s army. 
Jael did her part in a heroic way. It is true 
that she deceived Sisera, invited him into her 
tent, and said, fear not. To deceive an enemy 
is one of the regular rules of war. It is true 
that there was peace between the king of Hazor 
and the house of Heber the Kenite. Jael evi- 
dently felt that she was doing the right thing, 
however, in slaying the leader of the army 
that was fighting Israel, and Deborah praised 
her in the song she sang celebrating this victory. 
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III. A Song of Victory: Chapter 5 

Victories are often celebrated in this way. 
A similar song was sung by Moses and Miriam 
and the children of Israel after the army of 
Pharaoh had been destroyed. (See Exodus 
15:1-21) and David often praised God for vic- 
tories over his enemies. A day of victory is a 
joyful time. Sometimes we forget to give praise 
to God and celebrate in a way which is a 
disgrace to our country. There was a good 
deal of this wrong kind after World War 
and II. There are some interesting things re- 
vealed to us in this song of Deborah. 


“For that the people offered themselves will- 
ingly.” There were many who responded to 
the call of Barak. When a crisis comes and 
there is need for brave men, there are those 
who volunteer gladly. A time like the one 
we are studying about, is a time of testing. Those 
who are on the side of right come forward 
bravely and do their duty. “My heart is toward 
the governors of Israel, that offered themselves 
willingly among the people. Bless ye the Lord.” 
God has some men and women who are ready 
when the call comes. Deborah praises them. 


Then she upbraids those who did not respond 
to the call. There are always some like this. 
The tribe of Reuben was one of these. Jacob 
had said of this tribe, “unstable as water, thou 
shalt not excel.” Deborah says, “By the water- 
courses of Reuben there were great searchings 
of heart,” which seems to indicate that the 
Reubenites were trying, as Elijah said to Israel 
at Mt. Carmel, to be in between the two sides. 
We would say “on the fence,” a position which 
some people take. They try to be neutral, but 
mainly because of fear. They halt between 
the two opinions. They are “lukewarm,” like 
the church at Laodicea. In a case of right and 
wrong this is a weak, cowardly position. Never 
try to be an “on-looker,” or neutral, between 
evil and good; between Baal and Jehovah. Gilead 
and Dan and Asher did not come to the aid 
of Barak and Deborah; they remained at home. 


Zebulun and Naphtali were a people that 
jeopardized their lives unto the death in the 
high places of the field. These two tribes bore 
the brunt of the battle and are rewarded with 
high praise. 

One of the sermons I preached long years 
ago was on verse 23 of this chapter; “Curse 
ye Meroz, said the angel of the Lord, curse 
ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof; because they 
came not to the help of the Lord, to the help 
of the Lord against the mighty.” Meroz seems 
to have been a rather small town near the 
battlefield. Perhaps, being small, they felt that 
there was no particular need for them to help. 
Is it not true that men and women sometimes 
feel that they are too small to be of service? 
They forget that God has a work for all. The 
man with one talent felt this way, I suppose. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JUNE 15 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


I Pledge Allegiance 


Scripture: Romans 13:1-7 


Suggested Hymns: 
“God of Our Fathers, Whose Almighty Hand” 
“My Country, "Tis of Thee” 
“A Charge to Keep I Have” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


We are beginning a unit of three programs 
dealing with the relation of the Christian to 
the state, or the civil government. When we 
repeat the familiar words, “I pledge allegiance,” 
we recognize that our relation to the govern- 
ment involves responsibility. The allegiance 
which people owe to the civil government is 
a part of the Christian’s obligation. Sometimes 
people make the mistake of thinking that be- 
cause they are Christians they are responsible 
only to that which is specifically Christian. Paul 
charged the Christians at Rome to be “subject 
unto the higher powers.” This meant that they 
should be obedient to the laws of Rome, even 
though Rome was a pagan government. He in- 
dicated that the laws of the state are an expres- 
sion of the will of God, and that to disregard 
civil law is to be disobedient to God. The 
Christian is not to think of himself as an inde- 
pendent moral agent who is free to do what- 
ever is satisfactory to his conscience. He owes 
loyalty and obedience to the government under 
which God has placed him. We citizens of 
the United States should be eternally thankful 
that we live in a land where the laws are based 
on the revealed moral law of God and where 
the philosophy of government is consistent with 
the idea of Christian service. 


A real pledge of allegiance is far more than 
a verbal expression of a sentimental feeling of 
patriotism. It involves serious thought and pur- 
pose and deliberate action. Let us see what 
is included in the kind of allegiance which we 
as Christians owe to our government, and let 
us understand that when we speak of the gov- 
ernment, we refer to local, state, and national 
authority. 


First Speaker: 
A pledge of allegiance to the state involves 
interest. The gravest danger that a govern- 


ment can experience is lack of interest and con- 
cern on the part of its people. A seventy year 
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old citizen boasted that she had never cast a 
vote in her life and did not intend to. What 
a shame that one should despise a_ privilege 
which is denied to so many of the world’s peo- 
ple. Surely such a lack of interest is nothing 
to boast about. Any person whose life has been 
transformed by the power of the gospel of Christ 
should consider himself obligated and _privi- 
leged to express his Christian influence through 
his ballot. We not only owe loyalty to cur gov- 
ernment, we owe it the kind of interest which 
seeks to make it more deserving cf the allegiance 
of its citizens.. 


Second Speaker: 


There was an illiterate citizen who insisted 
on casting his vote in every election, even though 
he was just as apt to make his mark on the 
wrong side of the ballot as the right side. We 
can commend his concern but not his ignor- 
ance. Almost as dangerous as those who are 
too disinterested to vote are those who do vote, 
but do so without intelligence. The loyalty we 
owe our country demands not only concern 
but knowledge. When we vote for candidates 
we are obligated to know what they stand for 
and what their particular party stands for. We 
are obligated to find out what we can about 
their past records. We are responsible for know- 
ing the meaning and implications of the policies 
of government and of government leaders. For 
instance, we should not be willing to accept 
generous benefits and hand-outs from the gov- 
ernment, if those benefits and hand-outs come 
at the expense of our basic liberties. We are 
not only responsible for knowing about people 
and policies in government, but we must have 
an understanding of the philosophy of govern- 
ment. When we pledge allegiance we must 
pledge ourselves to seek knowledge. 


Third Speaker: 


We have a right to expect certain benefits 
from our government, because the government 
is the servant of the people. This means that 
we are obligated to pay taxes, but taxes may 
be levied by the government only with the 
consent of the governed. When people are 
taxed unwillingly, tyranny is in the making. 
Usually we think of unfair and unrepresentative 
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taxation as coming from an aristocratic king 
or dictator, but it is equally dangerous and 
sinful when the masses seek to provide unde- 
served benefits for themselves by unreasonable 
taxation of the wealthy. A part of the allegiance 
we owe as Christians is the payment of fair and 


reasonable taxes. Jesus said, “Render unto 
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and unto 
God the things that are God’s”. 


Fourth Speaker: 

None of us thinks of war as being desirable. 
We are sickened at the thought of the misery, 
death, and destruction which always accompany 
it, and we are discouraged when we see how 
little in the way of permanent good and right- 


eousness has ever been accomplished by war. 
Recognizing all of this, we still must face the 
fact that times come when the government must 
call on some of its citizens to take up arms in 
its defense. We certainly recognize the respon- 
sibility of the government to enforce its laws 
for the protection of the citizenry. For this 
purpose we have our police forces. When our 
citizens are threatened by enemies from with- 
out, there must be a national police force, 
and we are obligated to share in the responsi- 
bility. Our pledge of allegiance involves a 
determination to seek permanent peace based 
on the righteousness and redemption of God, 
and in the meantime, a willingness to serve 
in the defense of our country. 
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STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS 
Jan. 16 - April 30, 1958 


The General Fund Agencies 


Budget for 1958 

Receipts to date 

Percentage of annual budget 
received to date 12.44% 


$1,120,151.00 
139,409.60 


Balance needed for the year $980,741.40 
Interchurch Agencies 

Budget for 1958 $28,314.00 
Receipts to date 4,061.59 


Percentage of annual 
budget received to date 14.34% 
Balance needed for the year $24,252.41 





MISSIONARY NOTES 


Mr. and Mrs. William L. Ellison and family of 
the North Brazil Mission, are scheduled to arrive 
in Miami on June 28 for their regular furlough in 
the States. 


Mr. Ellison is a native of Austin, Texas. He 
received his education at Schreiner Institute, Kerrs- 
ville, Texas; the University of Chicago; Austin 
Seminary; and the University of Texas. He is a 
member of the University Presbyterian Church 
in Austin. 


Mrs. Ellison is the former Elizabeth (Betty) 
Travis of Enid, Oklahoma. She received her edu- 
cation at Gulf Park College in Gulfport, Miss., 
and the University of Texas. Her church member- 
ship is also in the University Presbyterian Church 
in Austin. 


The Ellisons have two children. The family 
will make their home in Austin, Texas, during 
this furlough year. 





Miss Nancy Morton of the Congo Mission, is 
scheduled to leave Luluabourg on May 31, return- 
ing to the United States via Europe, after having 
completed her short term of service as a teacher 
of missionaries’ children at Central School. 
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Miss Morton is a native of Williamsburg, Va. 
She received her B. A. degree at the College of 
William and Mary in Williamsburg, and studied 
for one year at the Assembly’s Training School 
in Richmond. She is a member of the Eastminster 
Presbyterian Church, Richmond. 


Miss Morton is due to arrive in New York on 
July 7th. 





Rev. Bernard A. Sykes 
RESOLUTIONS 


Whereas God in Divine Wisdom has called to 
the Grand General Assembly the Rev. Bernard 
Arterburn Sykes, on April 17, 1958, at Birming- 
ham, Ala., at the age of 62, after 31 years in 
the gospel ministry, 17 years at Glasgow, Ky., and 
almost 14 years at Birmingham, Ala., coming out 
or * _oaea world in answer to the Master’s 
call - an 


Whereas in his passing the church universal has 
lost a true soldier of the cross, the Second Presby- 
terian Church of Birmingham, Ala., its beloved 
and most able Pastor and shepherd since Septem- 
ber 1, 1944, whose labors and guidance has ad- 
vanced Second Church to 5th place in per capita 
giving, the Presbytery of Birmingham, Synod of 
Alabama and General Assembly U.S., have been 
deprived of the leadership and services of one of 
their most outstanding presbyters - and 


Whereas in his death the City of Birmingham 
and State of Alabama has suffered the loss of 
one of its popular Christian citizens whose influ- 
ence was legion, and his bereaved wife Mrs. Jo- 
sephine Raney Sykes, her devoted husband for 
more than 40 years. 


Now THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that 
we the Session of the Second Presbyterian Church 
of Birmingham in stated meeting this 8th day 
of May 1958, pause in our deliberations and recall 
the always happy relations that existed between 
Pastor and Session and as we ponder over these 
last few months together after illness had been 
arrested and then when illness returned in spite 
of all medical devices and he was constrained 
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to slow up, we glory in his ever abiding faith in 
which the answer was revealed “I must be about 
my Father’s business’’. 


Be It Further Resolved that we extend to 
his wife our deepest sympathy and pray that 
Our Heavenly Father will comfort and sustain her 
and that she may be healed physically once again 
and restored to normal health. 

Be It Further Resolved that when the way has 
been made clear, God will cause one of his own 
choosing to answer our call and take over and 
¢ontinue the work here that our late Pastor had 
«o turn aside from. 


Be It Further Resolved that a copy of these 
tesolutions be spread on the minutes of our Ses- 
dion, a copy be sent to his wife and a copy to each 
xf the church papers for publication. 


Edmund L. Portis 
C. Hunter Wallace 
Wallace A. Shelby 


Committee 
Bible Briefs 


The first tour of the Bombay (India) Bible 
Van, purchased with special funds from the 
American Bible Society, covered 901 miles. 
Books carried in the van were in a number 
of languages including English, Marathi, Hindi, 
Kanarese and Urdu. It brings the Scriptures 
within the reach of the people in villages who, 
in many instances, have never heard the name 
of Jesus Christ. 





Embossed Scriptures and Talking Book rec- 
ords issued to the blind in the United States 
were 50,587 in 1957. In addition to this 5,119 
Scripture volumes and Talking Book records 


were issued in foreign countries, for a grand 
total of 55,706. 


The Finger-Phono, a small hand-operated 
phonograph, on which Scripture recordings will 
be supplied for certain tribes and peoples where 
the rate of literacy is low, was introduced by 
the American Bible Society last year. In the 
United States, on reservations in New Mexico 
and Arizona, there are more than 1,000 machines 
being used among the Navajo Indians. Phono- 
graphs are now being sent to Liberia with Scrip- 
ture records in Gio and Kpelle. 


Miss Eleanor Wilson, missionary in the Mar- 
shall Islands, South Pacific, has written the 
American Bible Society of her appreciation for 
the recent shipment of 200 Marshall Islands 
Scriptures. “I have given away 43 of the new 
Bibles to people on Jalnit who lost everything 
in the typhoon,” she wrote. “They were given 
clothing and food, but the thing they wanted 
most were their Bibles and Hymn Books. You 
don’t know how happy the people were to get 
them!” 


In Iraq, Scriptures are being distributed as a 
part of a colporteur-training project under the 
leadership of the American Bible Society's rep- 
resentative. Here Scriptures have been circu- 
lated in as many as 97 languages. 
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Prof. Morton Smith 
Awarded Scholarship 


Prof. Morton H. Smith, chairman of the Bible 
department at Belhaven College, has been 
awarded a Fullbright Scholarship for advanced 
study in Europe. 


Smith will leave this fall for the Netherlands 
where he will study for his doctorate at the 
Free University of Amsterdam in Holland. The 
grant was made by the department of State 
under the auspices of the International Educa- 
tional Exchange Program. 


Smith expects to be in Europe for two full 
years of study. The Fullbright grant covers 
a one-year period, and Smith also has been 
awarded two other scholarships from the Board 
of Higher Education of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., and from Belhaven College. 


A graduate of the University of Michigan, 
Smith received his bachelor of divinity degree 
(cum laude) from Columbia Theological Semi- 
nary in Decatur, Ga. He served churches in 
Georgia and Maryland as pastor before coming 
to Belhaven in 1954. 


Smith has published several theological arti- 
cles and reviews in such church publications as 
Southern Presbyterian Journal and Torch and 
Trumpet.” The most recent of these is “The 
Reformed Doctrine of the Church” in the De- 
cember 4, 1957, issue of the Journal. 


He was chosen as a delegate from Meridian 
Presbytery at the recent meeting of General As- 
sembly in Charlotte, N. C. 


Mrs. Smith and their son, 9-month-old Samuel, 
expect to accompany Smith to The Netherlands. 





Decatur, Ga. — (PN) — William H. Taylor, 
middler in Columbia Theological Seminary here, 
is the 1958 winner of the Indiantown Award 
for outstanding work with a rural church. The 
award, a check for $150.00, was presented here 
recently by Dr. Felix Gear, acting president of 
the seminary. 


The award was given to Mr. Taylor on the basis 
of work done at the Sardis Congregational Church 
of Oxford, Ga., during his first summer’s work 
as a student pastor. The Indiantown Award is 
given each year to the Columbia student who has 
done the most outstanding work with his summer 
charge, and the cash award comes from an endow- 
ment established by the Stuckie brothers of Hem- 
ingway, S. C., in honor of their home church, the 
Indiantown Presbyterian Church. The award is 
designed to encourage interest in training ministers 
for the rural church . 


Basis for Mr. Taylor’s award, Dr. Gear explained, 
was the varied program which the student pastor 
organized for the Sardis Church. This included 
a two-week Bible School, a one-week evangelistic 
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series, a building program, and the organization 
of a youth fellowship. 


Attendance at the Bible School averaged 107 
for a church with membership of 104. The build- 
ing program involved the construction of a recre- 
ational building for the Church. Although valued 
at $10,000, the completed building had an actual 
cost of only $3,500, since the pastor and the men 
of the church did all the work. The youth fel- 
lowship averaged 40 young people in attendance. 
In addition, Mr. Taylor worked actively with agri- 
cultural leaders in the county to tie the church 
more closely to the community economy. Sardis is 
an open-country church about three miles out of 
Oxford. 


Mr. Taylor, who has one more year in the 
seminary, will spend his second student summer 
in serving at North Shore Presbyterian Church, 
Jacksonville, Fla. He is a native of North Carolina, 
but calls Jacksonville home. 





FLORIDA 


Covenant Church, Fort Lauderdale — Ground- 
breaking exercises for the new sanctuary of the 
Covenant Presbyterian Church were held recently. 
Dr. Charles G. McClure, our minister, conducted 
the ceremonies, assisted by Mr. Tom Cook, chair- 
man of the Building Council. On the temporary 
platform with these two men, and extending 
words of greeting to the people assembled were 
Dr. Ryan L. Wood, moderator nominee of the 
Synod of Florida, Rev. John L. Fain, representing 
Bethany Presbyterian Church, Dr. Clarence Sills, 
one of our elders, and one who helped organize 
the little community Sunday School about nine 
years ago, out of which the Covenant Church 
grew, and Mr. Bill Vaughan, the architect of the 
new sanctuary. 


The Lord has signally blessed the work of this 
church since Dr. McClure began his ministry here 
20 months ago. 245 new members have been re- 
ceived in this short time; a successful building 
fund campaign was conducted last summer; and 
our total contributions doubled in 1957, the amount 
given in 1956. Overflow crowds attend the two 
morning worship services conducted each Sunday, 
and other phases of the work show comparative 
progress. 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Red Springs — (PN) — Dr. Charles Graves 
Vardell, 98, founder and president emeritus of 
Flora Macdonald College here, died May 4 in a 
Morganton, N. C., hospital. 


Dr. Vardell founded the college in 1896 as a 
Presbyterian liberal arts school for women. He 
was its first president and served in that office 
until 1930 when he retired. 


The educator was a graduate of Davidson Col- 
lege and Princeton Theological Seminary. He held 
his first and only pastorate in New Bern, N. C., 
before coming to Red Springs. He was pastor 
there for five years. 


Survivors include one son, Dr. Charles G. Var- 
dell, Jr., of Red Springs; and five daughters, Mrs. 
W. B. McNett of Durham, Mrs. J. J. Murray of 
Louisville, Ky., Mrs. Gaston Gage of Clemson, 
S. C., Mrs. Alexander Sprunt, Jr., of Charleston, 
S. C., and Mrs. Ellison Smyth of Blacksburg, Va. 


After his retirement in 1930 Dr. Vardell spent 
a good part of his time working with the gardens 
at Flora Macdonald, gardens which he had created 
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out of boggy swampland when he first went to 
Red Springs. 


Dr. Vardell was a native of Charleston, S. C. 





GRIER MARTIN ELECTED PRESIDENT 
OF DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


Davidson, N. C. — Mr. D. Grier Martin was 
unanimously elected President of Davidson Col- 
lege by the Board of Trustees in their regular 
semi-annual meeting Thursday afternoon, May 15. 


Mr. Martin, who will assume the duties of his 
office immediately, becomes the thirteenth presi- 
dent of Davidson after serving as Treasurer and 
Business Manager for the past seven years. 


The choice of President Martin was the culmina- 
tion of nearly fifteen months of deliberation by 
a six-man Trustees’ committee appointed to choose 
a new president shortly after President Emeritus 
John R. Cunningham’s resignation was announced 
on February 20, 1957. 


The nominating committee, composed of Mr. 
D. R. LaFar, Chairman, Mr. J. Spencer Love, Dr. 
James P. Hendrix, Dr. J. McDowell Richards, the 
Rev. Fred Stair, and Dr. James A. Jones, made 
its report unanimously and issued the following 
statement in part saying: “Mr. Martin is a Chris- 
tian gentleman in the finest sense of the term. 
He is a man of sincere faith and genuine devotion, 
who is deeply concerned that Davidson fulfill its 
mission as a Christian college. 


Mr. Martin has shown real insight into educa- 
tional problems and by dedication of his life to 
those principles upon which Davidson is built and 
to which it is committed. He has taken his side 
with those forces that seek to strengthen the 
Davidson of today and of the future. 
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_In the light of his loyalty to Davidson, his dis- 
tinguished service to Davidson, his broad vision 
of the Davidson of the future, his administrative 
capacities, his cordial effectiveness in dealing with 
the total constituency of the college, and his un- 
qualified commitment as a Christian educator, the 
Committee unanimously and heartily recommends 
to the Trustees that David Grier Martin be elected 
President of Davidson College.” 


David Grier Martin was born November 11, 1910, 
in Covington, Georgia. He was educated in Cov- 
ington public schools and at Davidson, graduat- 
ing in 1932 with a Bachelor of Science Degree 
Cum Laude. 


As a student, he was editor of The Davidsonian 
and a member of Omicron Delta Kappa. He was 
a member of Sigma Alpha Epsilon social fraternity 
and a member of the Y. M. C. A. Cabinet and 
board of directors. He lettered in basketball and 
track and was a Captain in R. O. T. C. 


For a year following his graduation from David- 
son, Mr. Martin was a graduate student in history 
at Emory University. From 1933 to 1936 he served 
as Alumni Secretary and Publicity Director at 
Davidson, where he edited and saw published the 
first issue of the Alumni Journal, now a quarterly 
issue at Davidson. 


In 1935 he married Miss Louise Lott McMichael 
of Quitman, Georgia. They have three children: 
Mike Martin, the oldest is a Davidson senior, a 
basketball squad member and a Phi Beta Kappa 
student. “D.G.”, the Martin’s other son, is a senior 
at North Mecklenburg and was one of the county’s 
top athletes this year. Also a good scholar, he 
has turned down a Morehead Scholarship at Caro- 
lina to come to Davidson next year. Their twelve 
year old daughter, Mimi, is at present in France 
for several months visiting a French girl who 
was an exchange student in the Davidson com- 
munity last year. 


Dr. Clarence J. Pietenpol, Dean of the Faculty 
and professor of physics, had been acting president 
of the college since September. 


From 1936 to 1940 Mr. Martin was manager of 
the heating equipment department of Campbell 
Coal Company in Atlanta. In 1940 he became 
a partner and sales manager of Grey Hosiery Mill 
at Bristol, Va., leaving that connection in 1951 
to return to Davidson. He has been college treas- 
urer and business manager since that time. 


The only feelings on the Davidson campus were 
those expressions of pleasure at the Trustees’ 
choice. Both Mr. and Mrs. Martin are extremely 
popular with the students and faculty alike. A 
quiet man with a sound reputation as a solid busi- 
ness executive and exceptional college administra- 
tor, he has a strong leaning toward the academic. 
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He has already shown his adaptability at fund 
raising in his successful associations with several 
of Davidson’s most recent benefactors. 


A man of intelligence and character, President 
D. Grier Martin enters his term as leader of 
Davidson College with a full realization of the 
task ahead and with the ability and zeal to estab- 
lish a bright era in Davidson’s history. 





Davidson Announces Eight Baker 
Scholarship Winners 


Davidson, N. C. — Davidson College announced 
Saturday, May 10, winners of eight George F. 
Baker scholarships to high school seniors graduat- 
ing this spring and coming to Davidson as fresh- 
men next year. 


College Treasurer D. Grier Martin, chairman 
of Davidson’s Scholarship committee, in an- 
nouncing the winners said, “The final selection 
was based on the second school records of 
the applicants, recommendations, and tests, the 
most important of which is the Scholastic Aptitude 
Section of the College Entrance Examination 
Board Tests.” 


The selection at Davidson is based on merit 
and ability but the actual amount of the award 
is determined by the financial need of the re- 
cipient. 


Students from five states were winners of the 
eight honors. Two of these are residents of 
Charlotte, one from Leaksville, and one from 
Statesville. 


The George F. Baker Scholarships, which may 
range from an honorary award without stipend 
to a $5600 scholarship for four years, depending 
upon the need of the winner, were made to 
Graham T. Allison, Jr., and John A. Chiles of 
Charlotte; Woodrow Lee Kirby, Jr., of Leaksville; 
Tommy Southall of Statesville; Richard T. Cal- 
laway of Maryville, Tennessee; William Dysard of 
Lewisburg, West Virginia; Jerry T. Grissom of 
Cleveland, Mississippi; and David W. Jordan of 
Richmond, Virginia. 





Georgetown, South Carolina — The Rev. Ace L. 
Tubbs, who has been pastor of the Georgetown 
Presbyterian Church for the past six years, has 
resigned effective May 31, in order to accept 
a call to the South Presbyterian Church, Yonkers, 
New York. While there, he will be in study at 
Teachers College, Columbia University, working 
toward an Ed.D degree in Pastoral Counseling in 
the Department of the Home and Family Life. 





FIRST PRESBYTERIAN, FLORENCE, S. C. 


Work is progressing on schedule in the erection 
of the new Sanctuary of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Florence, South Carolina. Begun on 
January 1 of this year the building will be com- 
pleted by the first of next year. 


Colonial in style, the church will seat seven 
hundred people. Included in the building plans 
are the construction of a new three manual pipe 
organ, rooms for the musical department of the 
Church, Session Room, and added Sunday School 
space for one department. 


During the mimistry of Dr. J. E. Cousar, Jr., 
the First Church of Florence ; uchased a nine- 
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acre piece of ground in a new growing residential 
area of Florence. In 1952 the Church moved from 
downtown to the Educational Building that had 
been erected on the plot of ground. 


In 1955 an additional wing was added to the 
Educational Building, and the present building 
project was begun January 1, 1958. When the 
Sanctuary is completed the total plant will be 
— at $600,000.00 and will be debt free by 
1960. 


In addition to the Building Fund the regular 
budgets for current expenses and benevolent giv- 
ing to the Presbyterian Church have been growing 
steadily. 


Dr. William Garnett Foster is the present Pastor 
of the Florence Church. 





TENNESSEE 


Nashville (PN) — The Rev. and Mrs. Lardner C. 
Moore of our Japan Mission announce the arrival 
of a daughter, Anne McIntire, in Osaka, Japan, 
on April 13. 


The news was released here through the Board 
of World Missions, Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


The Moores have one other child. They are 
serving their first term in Japan, having left the 
United States in August of 1954. 


Mr. Moore was born in Japan. He received his 
education at the University of Michigan, Occi- 
dental College in Los Angeles, Calif., the Uni- 
versity of South Carolina, and Columbia Seminary 
in Decatur, Ga. He is a member of the Wilming- 
ton Presbytery. 


Mrs. Moore is the former Mollie Anne Boney 
of Wallace, North Carolina. She received her 
education at Peace College and Flora Macdonald 
College. Mrs. Moore is a member of the Presby- 
terian Church of Wallace. 





TEXAS 


Kingsville — (PN) — Trustees of the Presby- 
terian Pan American School elected Dr. George 
Mauze, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 
of San Antonio, as board chairman succeeding 
Dr. Cecil H. Lang of Dallas during their spring 
meeting on the campus here. 


Dr. Lang recently announced plans to retire 
July 1 as executive secretary of the Northeast 
Texas Presbytery. 


Other officers were reelected during the meet- 
ing of the 15-member board. Other business in- 
cluded: further study of development plans for 
the international coeducational school whose 
largest department is a senior high or preparatory 
school; plans for a chapel were given special at- 
tention. Funds for construction of the chapel are 
available. 


President Sherwood H. Reisner presented re- 
ports on current operations and also reported on 
proposed programs for the 1958-59 year. 


Hulon W. Black, Austin layman, was reelected 
as vice chairman to serve with Dr. Mauze, and 
Dr. T. Watson Street of Austin Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary will continue to serve as 
secretary subject to his reelection as trustee by 
the Synod of Texas. 


Dr. Lang, Mr. Black and Dr. Street have served 


as officers of the Board since it was organized 
two years ago. 
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Dr. Mauze held pastorates in Winston-Salem, 
N. C., St. Joseph, Mo., and Kinston, N. C., prior 
to going to San Antonio. He is a graduate of 
Davidson College and Union Theological Seminary 
in Richmond, Va. 





VIRGINIA 


Richmond — Winners of the 1958 Competitive 
Scholarship Contest sponsored by the Board of 
Christian Education, Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
have been announced here at the Board’s head- 
quarters. 


The scholarship contest, which has been held an- 
nually since 1945, is open to high school seniors 
who are members of the Presbyterian Church U.S. 
Twenty awards are offered, ranging from $2,000 
paid in equal payments for each of four years, 
to $100 for one year only. The awards are to be 
used only in the colleges of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S. 


This year’s winners are as follows: 

Margaret Louise Welsh of Fern Creek, Ky., who 
won a four-year scholarship worth $500 a year. 
She is the daughter of Mrs. Mildred R. Welsh of 
Fern Creek, and Mr. Robert S. Welsh of Louisville, 
Ky. She attended Fern Creek High School and is 
a member of the Beulah Presbyterian Church. 
Miss Welsh expects to attend Southwestern at 
Memphis. 


Margaret Ann McGeachy, of Statesville, N. C., is 
winner of the four-year scholarship worth $400.00 
a year. She is the daughter of the Rev. and Mrs. 
Neill R. MeGeachy; and sister of Lila McGeachy 
who received an award from the contest held in 
1955. She is a member of the First Presbyterian 
Church in Statesville, and expects to attend Agnes 
Scott or Mary Baldwin College. 


Mary Kay Richter of Waco, Tex., is winner of 
four-year scholarship worth $300.00 a year. She 
is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Gus Richter, 
and a member of First Church of Waco. Miss 
Richter plans to attend Austin College. 


William Asbury Dysard, Jr., of Lewisburg, W. 
Va., won a four-year scholarship worth $250.00 
a year. The son of Mr. and Mrs. William Asbury 
Dysard, he is a member of Old Stone Presbyterian 
Church. He plans to attend Davidson College. 


The 16 students who won scholarships for one 
year are listed below with their college preference: 

Harry Blair Richardson, Jr., $500. He is from 
Bowling Green. Ky—Davidson College. 


Charlotte Margaret Minyard, of Jackson, Miss., J 


$400.—Southwestern at Memphis. 


Diane McCullough of Memphis, Tenn., $300.— § 


Souhtwestern at Memphis. 

Thompson Brown Southall, III, Statesville, N. C., 
$300.—Davidson. 

Sue Ellen Parrott, Little Rock, Ark., $300.— 
undecided. 

Sylvia Ann Pruitt, Anderson, S. C., $200.— 
Agnes Scott. 

Lily Katherine Jones, Dallas, Tex., $200.—Austin 
College. 

William Gatewood Workman, Jr., Davidson, 
N. C., $200.—Davidson College. 

Sharon Kay Langston, Houston, Tex., $100.— 
Austin. 

Woodrow Lee Kirby, Jr., Leaksville, N. C., $100. 
—undecided. 

Elizabeth Boyd Healy, Bellaire, Tex., $100.— 
Austin. 

Tinsley Gordon Smith, Belgian Congo, $100.-- 
Austin. 
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Anemia 


Philip Scott Arnold, Decatur, 
Davidson. 

Frances Alicia Reddick, Austin, Tex., $100.— 
Austin. 


Ga., $100. — 


Mary Ruth Jackson, Raleigh, N. C., $100.— 
undecided. 
William Marion Moss, Macon, Ga., $100.— 
Davidson. 


This year 233 young people completed all the 
work of the contest. A spokesman for the Board 
of Christian Education said that they were “well 
above average in scholarship, leadership, character, 
and general ability.” 


Honorable mention prizes were given to 17 
students. These contestants will receive no fi- 
nancial reward, unless one of the winners relin- 
quishes his scholarship. In such a case all below 
him on the the list are moved up one place, and 
the roll of honorable mention winners is drawn on. 


Those who received Honorable mention are listed 
here in alphabetical order. 


Betsey Lynn Brown of Tuscaloosa, Ala.; Sara 
Frances Craig of Wilmington, N. C.; Katherine 
Worsley Davis of Auburn, Ala.; Dian Gould of 
Beaumont, Tex.; Susan Beatrice Grey of Ashe- 
boro, N. C.; Francis Bolling Kemp, Reidsville, 
N. C.; Genevieve Christian Lansord, Chattanooga, 
Tenn.; Martha McFerrin Lemly of Decatur, Ga.; 
David Lee McAdoo of Dallas, Tex.; Robyn Char- 
lottee McChesney, Gladewater, Tex.; Martha Eliza- 
beth Radford, Eastman, Ga.; Barbara Anne Regan, 
Jackson, Mississippi; James Alan Reinke of Hous- 
ton, Tex.; Lucy Bernice Schow of Bowling Green, 
Ky.; Angelyn Wright Stokes of Greensboro, N. C. 





Scriptures in the Antarctic 


Recent additions to the library of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society at the Bible House in New 
York City are two well-worn English Bibles, 
each a publication of the Bible Society. These 
books have been returned to their home base 
by Chaplain John E. Zoller, who for over a 
vear has been serving the men in the U. S. 
Antarctic operation, DEEP FREEZE II. 


A seabee, who was remodeling a shop space 
brought to the Chaplain a Bible which he had 
found tucked away near the overhead of the 
shop. Chaplain Zoller has said he thinks it 
probable that this Bible made the first tractor 
train trip to Byrd Station in December, 1956, 
a distance of approximately 1300 miles ( round 
trip) part of which was across a treacherous 
crevassed area. Never before had such large, 
heavy vehicles crossed Antarctic crevasses, and 
no one knew how they would make it. 


“I know how anxious and tense those drivers 
must have been,” said Captain Zoller, “as their 
huge roaring 38-ton cats, each towing a 20-ton 
sled rumbled slowly but steadily along the 


narrow trail, with seemingly bottomless crevasses 


falling away on both sides. After several weeks 
of round-the-clock work, bone-tired and chilled 
from working in near sub-zero temperatures, 
they mounted their tractors for the gruelling 


m MAY 28, 1958 


tedious return trip to Little America. With 
this brief background, it may be a bit easier 
to understand how much a man’s Bible could 
mean to him out there — its words of comfort 
and inspiration quietly working the miracle of 
renewing faith and courage when the going was 
bitterly difficult.” 


The Bible had been nearly covered with mil- 
dew and the covers were warped, but the type 
is plainly readable. 


The other used copy of the Bible the Society 
received had been given to a sailor at Little 
America last November. He was attached to 
the naval air support squadron there and car- 
ried the Bible with him on flights over the 
vast, lonely areas of ice and snow. The book 
has received hard usage — it has been snow 
drenched, it got wet and frozen — but it was 
used. Just before the service man left for home 
he asked if he might have a new copy, which, 
of course, the Chaplain was glad to give him. 


The wintering-over contingent which spent 
the calendar year 1957 at seven widely-separated 
and isolated stations on that remote and frozen 
continent was well stocked with Bibles, Testa- 
ments and Illustrated Portions of the Bible, 
all supplied by the American Bible Society. 


A pulpit Bible, also furnished by the Society, 
and embossed in gold on the cover with the sta- 
tion’s name, stands on the altar of the Richard 
E. Byrd Memorial Chapel in Little America. 
Every Sunday in divine services the lesson is 
read from it and during the week it remains 
open at an appropriate passage for individual 
meditation. 





Practising His Presence 


In suggesting we should acquire the habit of 
practicing the Presence of God, F. B. Myer says: 


Never leave our prayer room in the morning, 
without having concentrated our thoughts deep- 
ly and intensely on the fact of the actual pres- 
ence of God: there with us, encompassing us, 
and filling the room as literally as heaven itself. 
Allow the habit to grow upon us, when alone or 
in the busy thoroughfare, at night as well as 
in the day time. We will then often find our- 
selves whispering, “Thou art near; Thou art 
here, O Lord.” 





PRESBYTERIAN PHYSICIAN — Former China 
missionary, Southern Presbyterian Elder, 45 
years of age, desires small town general practice. 
Has completed special training in surgery. 
Wants hospital facilities available but prefers 
family practice. Wishes to locate in South. 
Full time housekeeper essential because wife’s 
arms paralyzed by polio. If interested write 
Dr. T. C. Vinson, Veterans Administration 
Hospital, Wadsworth, Kansas. 
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Silent Christians 


I may say with trust that there is only about 
one in ten who professes Christianity who will 
turn around and glorify God with a loud voice. 
Nine out of ten are still-born Christians. You 
never hear of them. If you press them hard 
with the question whether they are Christians 
they might say: “Well, I hope so.” We never 
see it in their actions; we never see it in their 
lives. They might belong to the Church you 
go to, but you never see them at the prayer 
meetings or taking any interest in the Church 
affairs. They don’t profess it among their fel- 
lows or in their business, and the result is that 
there are hundreds going on with a half hope, 
not sure whether their religion will stand them 
or not. 


—D. L. MOODY 





Shaping Us 


I have a friend who during the depression 
lost a job, a fortune, a wife, and a home. But 
he tenaciously held to his faith—the only thing 
he had left. One day he stopped to watch some 
men doing stonework on a huge church. One 
of them was chiselling a triangular piece of 
stone. “What are you going to do with that?” 
asked my friend. The workman said, “See that 
little opening away up there near the spire? 
Well, I’m shaping this down here so it will 
fit in up there.” Tears filled his eyes as he 
walked away, for it seemed that God had spoken 
through the workman to explain his ordeal 
through which he was passing. “I’m shaping 
you down here so you'll fit in up there.” 

BILLY GRAHAM 





“A Man Called Rigby” 


A commercial traveler called Rigby, compelled 
to spend a week-end every quarter in Edinburgh, 
always worshipped at Free St. George’s, attracted 
by the wonderful ministry of Dr. Alexander 
Whyte. It was his invariable custom to try 
to persuade some other visitor to accompany 
him to the services. 


On one occasion, after breakfast, he saw a 
fellow-traveler writing busily, and approached 
him to ask if he were going to any place of 
worship. The man answered that he was too 
busy, and was also a Roman Catholic. Finally 
he consented to accompany Mr. Rigby, and 
was so impressed that he asked permission to 
go with him again at night. At the evening 
service his heart was strangely moved, and he 
yielded himself to the call of Christ. 


The next morning Mr. Rigby was passing the 
house of Dr. Whyte when an impulse prompted 
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him to call and tell the preacher of the help 
he had given to one soul. As the doctor listened, 
tears rolled down his cheeks, and then he told 
how he had come away from the previous eve- 
ning’s service feeling that everything had been 
a failure. Then he bethought himself to ask 
the name of his caller, and on being told that 
it was Rigby, he exclaimed: 

“Why, you are the man I’ve been looking for 
for years!” 


Dr. Whyte went to his study, and returned 
carrying a bundle of letters, from which he 
read such as these: 


“I was spending a week-end in Edinburgh, 
some weeks ago, and a fellow-commercial, called 
Rigby, invited me to accompany him to St. 
George’s. The message of that service changed 
my life.” 

“I am a young man, and the other day | 
came to hear you preach, at the invitation of 
a man called Rigby, and in that service I de- 
cided to dedicate my life to Christ.” 


Dr. Whyte went on to say that twelve of the 
letters were from young men, of whom four 
had since entered the ministry. 

—ON AND OFF DUTY 





Imputation 


“Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will 
not impute sin” (Rom. 4:8). If God were 
to impute my sins to me, or deal with me 
according to my sins, how could I have one 
moment’s peace? How could I possibly be happy? 
But when God tells me that my sins have been 
imputed to Christ and that, as a believer in Him, 
God will not impute sin to me, but will deal 
with me as one who died in Christ, is risen 
with Christ, and for whom Christ intercedes, 
I can rejoice and sing for everlasting joy. 


Every aspect of salvation is “according to 
grace.” Redemption and the forgiveness of sins 
are “according to the riches of His grace” (Eph. 
1:7). Our heavenly calling is ‘‘according to His 
own purpose and grace” (II Tim. 1:9). There 
is already and constantly standing, a “throne 
of grace,” and “grace to help in time of need” 
(Heb. 4:14-16) perpetually proceeds from that 
throne. There is already and constantly stand- 
ing the appearing of Jesus Christ (I Pet. 1:13). 
And in the ages to come, the “God of all grace” 
will display “the exceeding riches of His grace 
in His kindness towards us by Christ Jesus” 
(Eph. 2:7). Rev. J. J. Beppow. 
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